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ITEMS OF INTEREST |
IN AND ABOUT TOWN

‘Happenings of the Da'y in
Various Parts of the
Nation's Capital.

It happened at the corner of Ninth
and G strects yesterday afternoon.

And old Geyman was attempting to
explain to n friend the absolute cor- |
tainty of ultimate victory for the Ten-
tonle forces, and, despairing of con
vincing his hearer, exclaimed at the
top of hia velce:

"Why, man, don't you understand,
the thing i= n» plain as &, b, .

dare say.” snld the man who was

not German, “but | must be 4, ¢, L.

Rahhl Simon to Talk.
Rabbl Simon will speak at a meel-

ing of the Webster Parent-Teacher
Association at 3 o'clock Tuesday af-
Ltarnoon.

Kulz te He Speaker.
Commissioner Kuts will speak at a
meeting of the Conduit Hoad Cltizens’
Assoctation in 5t David's Parlsh Hall
tomorrow night. )

Dr, Granger to Speak.

Thea public has been inviled to hoar
the Rev. C. B (Granger, pastor of
Gunton Temple Memorial Preshy-|
terian Church, spenk In the lobby of |
the Y. M, C. A. Bullding ot 4 o'clock |
this afternoocon i

“De the Dead Come Back!™
“Do the Dead Coma Back?™ Jullan
Kennedy Smyth, of New York, will
try to answer this questiion In the
Church of the New Jerusalem, Six-
teenth and Corcoran streets north.
west, tonight,

Colored Prople and War.

At a religious, patriotic meeting
in Cosmopolitan Baptist Church to-
night the Rev, Simon . W. Drow
will speak on the colored people's
part in war beoetween this country
and a forelgn power.

Girls' Guardian te Talk. .

*Parcle Work Among Girls® will
be discussed by Mras, Sadie Tignor
Henson at a meeting of the Woman
Wage-Earners' Assoclation at Colum:
Ma Academy, 704 T street northwest,
At & o'clock shis afternoon.

Oywier Roast for Elks.

An oyster roast, preceded by iIn.
mallation of officers, will be held by
Washington Lodge, No. 15, B P. O
Elks, Wednesday night. Thursday
night & women's novelty dance will
be given by the lodge.

. Banitation te Be Tople.

A meeting to urge immediste con-
struction of water and sewage lines
will be held by the' Ladies' (o-op-
erative Improvemeng Boclety, of Sil
ver Spring, Md, In Gannon's Hall,
Thursday night.

Lecture This Afterncon.

®The Magmetic Forces of the Hu-
man Body" is the subject of a lecture
to be delivered by Dr., W, de Kerler
at the home of Mra. BEdward C. Sew-
ard, 1521 Bixteenth street northwest,
at 4:30 o'clock this afterpoon,

Cooks Want Meore Poy.

A campsign for shorter houra and
more money will be launched by the
Cooks' Bynidicate of Washington at a
meeting in True Reformers’ Hall,
Twelfth and U streets northwest,
tonight Colored hotel employes,
botsl conks, und dining car employes
will be present.

Address to Hahal Anwembiy.

The Bahal Assembly, of Washing:
ton, will be addressed at Studio Hall,
1219 Connecticut avenus northwest,
tonight by RHufus W. Fowell, of Now
York city, who will take as hin tople
*The Spiritual Service of a Cogimon
Language.”

Red Crosa Pranch To Meet.

The Harriet Tubman branch of the

District Red Cr

urnd will meot in Lin

eoln Temple, Elevenih and ID streeot

porthwest, at B o'clovk T fay t
with Miss Mabel T. Boardma |
the Rev. Dr. Jobn Viain Schalck a |
speakers, |

Cultus Clubh Mag Luncheon,

The Cultus Club, of Washington,|
Beld its fourteenth mnnual iuncheon
at the Powhatan Hotel yesterday. |
Epeakers were Mra Noble und ra. |
Bteels, Misn Edna FHyer and Aiss
Darner, accompanied by Miss J';!nll

|

Huderns, planist, contributed vocal| gy

selectiona.

| by Miss Anna Cooke, [

Lclubhouses in the country.

d | mies’ ]n.m:h In the faes of death Unr[

the J. Miller Kenyon Debating So-
clety. The declslon was 2 to 1 for the
negative, Kern and Cook upheld the
negative, while Messrs. Kiofer and
Livingston argued the affirmative. A.
A, Dicke presided.
Dehate On Federal Phones,
The question whether the Federal
Government should own telephone
and telegraph systems will be the
subjoct at the annual debate of the
Washington CoMege of Law, April 14,
at the College Hall, 1317 New York
avenues. The aflirmative will be ar
gued by Clarence Ellls, Miss Olive
Laove, John Veviny, and Harry Hohr-
miAn. The negalive wiil be presonted
J. Ratteree.
W. T. Hammack, and C, H. Killian.
Millinry Compulsion Debnte.
“Resolved, That the United States
adopt universal military compulsory
service,” Is the question to be debeted
by representatives of Washington and
Jofferson and Georgetown at Gaston
Hall Tuesday evening., Georgelown
will be represented by Rufus F. Lusk,
loee Codd, and William J. Culiinan.
Georgetown's team has been viktor-
lous over teams representing Cornell
University, Boston, Plitsburgh Uni
versity and others,

College Women's Ten.

The college women's regular Mon-
day aftermoon tea whl be held at the
College Women's Club, 1004 F street,
tomorrow afterncon, with the mem-
hers of group.3 aoting as hostesses,
Giroup 3 s composed of graduates of
Wellesley, Tgronto, Sorbonne, and
Stutigart Colleges. BMra, Lyman B.
Swormstedt is chalrman of the group.
Following the tea musical selections
will be contributed by Mre. Martin
Morgison, and donations of books will
be rfeceived by all the groups in the
club,

CLUB'S PLANS UP TO DATE

Washington Athletic's Bullding Will
Have Excellent Appointments.
As work on the plans for the Wash-
ington Athletie Club bullding at New
York aveaue and H street progresses,
It Is revealed that the structure will
be one of the most beautiful, modern

The bullding will be twelve stories
high, with an exterior of marbie and
semi-glazed terra cotta, It is expected
that it will be completed within a
Year.

The club's memberahip Is now near-
iy 1.000.

In the sub-basement will ba the
swimming pool and the mechanical
plant, In the barement will be the
plunge bath, dressing rooms, bowling
alleys, rifle range, rest rooms and
barber shop. ,

The first floor and first floor mes
zanine will be taken up entirely by the
main lobby and natatogium and acces
sories. The main floor also will con-
taln small reception rooms and of-
ficea

The large dining hall, banguet hall,
women's and men's rooms and kitchen
will be on the pecond floor. The maln
lounges and library will nearly i1l the
third floor. Gymnasiums will occupy
the fourth and fifth floors. All upper
floors will be aleeping apartments
The roof will be made Into a roof
garden, with a landing stage for acro-
planea.

MANY HEAR CAPTAIN BEITH

British Author Tells of Warfare on
French Front.

A larger crowd than attended the
lecture of Capt lan Hay Beith, author
and soldler from the trenches, last
night at the residence of Mrs. T. T.
Gaff, 15320 Twentieth strest, Is ex-
pected to hear a repetition of the lec

ture tonlght at 0 o'clock. .
The explanations of “Germany's
rtrategic retreat,” Captain Balth sald,

did not answer the fact that within
the past few weelks more than 1.000
square miles of French land has bean
Testorod to Its owners,

The speaker pointed out that Ger
many's et ign of unrestricted sub-
marine w re was to Intimidate
tritish merchnnbmen wo they would
not tgke mupplies to England, Thins
method of warfare had falled, Cap
taln Belth atated, because 99 per cent
if the vessels continued to move on
rchedule

“The Germans take the war wvery
serlously.” he sald, “Our own *“Tom-

company actuslly kicked a football, |
during a charge, right into a Ger-|
miAan trench, This the Germans

thought to be a breach of military
etiquette.” The fortitude of the Brit
inhier vven under the most trying
snditlons, was highly commended.

CREDIT MEN TO CONFER.
A meeting of the special committee
T » fre of the crodit men®s saction

the Retall Merchants’ As<ociation
1

: ) " . | wAll e b mar evening, Reecre
Hryglene Conrse af (i. W. T | tary Charles J. Columbus will report
Another atep in Lthe mobllization of [ on the service glven in Washington
the institution will be takien Lhis|as ¢ par=d with that ln ether cliios
week by George Washington Univer | Th on me .«\!.-.—l-‘.!m”_-l_- nf
sity, when & course in elementury hy | D chalrman; \[. ICeolar,
glene and home care of -3 will | = . Hoffmxn, and Mr
be established T ol ing the ymbus i
course will be = d ted Crus — - !
certificates.  Clasees will ba heid| WEBSTER SCHOOL MEETING.
Tuesday and Thursday afternocns 4.l| A meeting of the Webster Parent-
2 v'elock in the university Bospital. Teacher Association will be held at
i l tha Webster School Tuesday nt 3
Trowel Club Hears Musie. o'clock. HRabbi Simon and Mra. J
The monthly meeting of the Trowel | [onter Brooks will speak, and Mra
.y |
Club of Master M f the Depart- | Gilbert A, Clark will slng. |

ment of the inte
night in the
Those who 1«
Program wers i
PGad B Morehouse o
Virginia A. R T,

bel HRHuth, anlst atriotic |
songs [eatured il

Prohibition Effect Debated.

The recent st of Congress prohibit |
Ing the gale of IntoxicBing Mqunrs
will not be honeaficinl to the ietriet
was the declsion rs ;
atl the National Unfs ¥ Law Schiool
last night after Learing a debate by

LOCAL MENTION.

Today, Tahle & Hote Dinner. 5 fo 8,
$1.2% Musir HurveY's Famoos ltcas
taurant, l1ith and I"a Ave.

6% Interest on Savings
First-Trust Real Estate Notes

Best and safest securitles, will net
you & per cent | ( we have
them in amounie ¢ & for &
§-year perind 18 never
exceed §0 per o nlue
of ground and

era of
rial

Bave stron Onan
Froperiies  Insured

nates  mu
standing also
ageinst fire, gusrantesd (ithe furniah-
wd free; we coliect and remit luterest
without! clisrge.

A. C. Moses Co, *'4,3; Yist™

o 1214 F AdviL

(575, LOANS

Displny of LEaster Flowers, }
Negutitu!l Homdgrown Flowers nr\-];

Mooming Pinnte. Order early. Gude,

ﬁop@m 1 HoTe!

H NORTHWEST AT FIFTZENTH

G‘M@Gﬁgw

European Plan. Fireproof.
Washington's Most
Ezclusive Hotel
Noted for its cuisine
and perfection of
individual service

H
|
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For “A Strongly Defensive Policjr’ ;

\

’

Primitive and Human Elements in Present Crisis Reviewed by a
Pro-Ally, Born in France, Who Warns America Against

Indefinitely Prolonging the Chaos of World-War

To the Editor of The Evening Post:

Sir: I am not pro-German, nor for peace at any price. I was born
in France. I am of French descent, and strongly pro-Ally in all my sympa-
thies. 1 believe that the German government has been the main aggres-
sor. I believe it prepared for and forced the war; that it has carried if
on with stupid brutality. Above all, I see in German militarism a blight
upon civilization.

I have tried to look at this peace and war question from evegy
angle. I have been puzzled and doubtful at all times of my own mental
processes in regard to it. Frankly, I have come o the end of my faith
in the whole legalistic and nationalistic aspect of the question. I feel that
we cannot square our national rights with the universal wrongs that have
arisen out of the war. I am only sure and clear about the general primi-
tive and human elements of the crisis, And these, as it seems to me,
have not been stated widely.

The war has grown into a question larger than this or any nation’s

individual rights or local considerations of honor. The war is different
from anything that, so far as we know, has ever happéned before. Large-
ly on sccount of the inventions of civilization, the war has developed into
a new and immeasurable disaster to humanity—a sweeping, widespread
epidemic, for which there is no precedent in history. It is so terrible al-
ready, 3o sinister in its possibilities and so virulent in its spread over the
earth that it is unparalleled, a law unto itself. Man-made laws, rules, tra-
ditions and rights fall before the common need 6f humanity to bring this
cataclysm to a close. If we are to have democracy, brotherhood, Chris-
tianity or any civilization worth living in, some nation, for the sake of
these things and in the name of a stricken world, must be human enough,
great enough, brave enough, and humble enough to say “This thing shall
spread no farther, whatever may be the cost to us.”

No personal consideration, no prating about international rights and
laws, no talk about commercial losses or gains is tolerable at this time of
the world's appalling necessity. So far has the conflagration burned;
here it must cease. The nation that now adds to war for any purpose
short of defense against actual invasion is not a brave nation. No honor
that at this time loves itself better than humanity is true honor. No law
that stands between us and the higher law of helping humanity in distress
18 worth the paper it is written on.

Today the war is not being fought for definite aims. The belliger-
ents have not set definite goals, at which they will stop fighting. The
dying multitudes on the fields of battle and the millions of wretched human
beings waiting in sorrow at home do not know what they are fighting and
waiting for. They only know that they have beén told to do something
for patriotism and liberty, and that fear and obedience to authority keeps
them at their task. The war may have begun with definite aims, but it
has gone past all that now. The nations are fighting with the primitive
instinets of destruction and aggression, though using every civilized inven-
tion and the organization of twentieth-century society, as well as the
primitive weapons of starvation—starvation of women and children—in
order to kill or cripple the enemy. In fact, nothing but the starvation of
one of the belligerent groups any longer promises peace between them, in
the embittered, pain-twisted madness of war. Unless some great Power
not a party to the strife can remain beyond the reach of this madness,
there is little hope for peace, except the peace of exhaustion and death.

According to best available information, the actual losses of the war
are almost double those reported by the belligerent governments them-
selves. Up to January 1 they were over 21,000,000 in killed, wounded
and missing. Good opinion is that losses among non-combatants due to
violence, disease, increased infant mortality, hunger and other incidentals
of war are equal to those among the soldiers. This would bring the
total up to more than forty-two million. In addition to this, the Coms-
mission for Relief in Belgium reports three and a half million people in
Belgium and two million in France wholly or partially destitute. It re-
ports 50 per cent of the working population of Belgium unemployed, a mil-
lion and a half under-nourighed children in Belgium, and 100 per cent
more atiendance in tuberculosis clinics than before the war. Smallpox
is raging in Germany, while the French Academy of Medicine reports
that, since the mobilization began, syphilis has increased in France by 50
per cent. This is the war that we ourselves propose to enter. And let us
face the fact, for sooner or later we will have to shoulder the responsibility
that, if we do enter the war, we shall in all probability prolong it indefi-
nitely. : /
Our entrance into the war will prolong the war; for it will make Ger-
many desperate, close the fist of the militarist govetnment upon the peo-

[ ple, and hold down the democratic impulses that stand for peace. Our en-
\trance into the war will prolong the war, because it will solidify the

British Government’s determination not to make peace until a decisive vic-
tory is won, and to offer no terms in the meantime that will not impel Ger-
many to fight on to the bitter end. '

Our provocations are great. Heaven knows we have every legal ex-
cuse for going to war, but if we stay out of the war, and maintain our
policy of armed neutrality, as laid down by Washington and Adams 119
years ago, and by President Wilson in his address to Congress on Feb-
ruary 26, it is more than probable that the war will end. It is more than

4 probable that we can bri ng about a conference between the Central Powers

and the Allies before the time set for the great spring hostilities, which,
if unchecked, will usher in & more deadly phase of the conflict than has yet

occurred.
Let the newspapers go on with their orgy of hysteria and hate. Let

them preach and practice Prussianism, while they cry out against it. Let
them shout loyalty to the Government in one issue and knife its Chief Ex-
ecutive in the back in the next. It is their right to do this in a free coun~
try. Let them define patriotism in terms of the jungle law. Let them de-
nounce as a coward every man who stands for purely defensive measures
against Germany and who sees a higher patriotism than that of avenging
the wrongs, brutal and barbarous as they are, done to us by a nation
whose people are starving, whose armies and navies are surrounded, and
whose Government is controlled by a psychology of militarism and fear.
Let the newspapers say what they want. Letthmca;llforthom
sion of free opinion. Let them demand the degradation of the American
citizen into an American subject. Let them exalt our Roots, Roosevelts
and O'Ryans into apostles of democracy. Let them out-Prussia Prussia.
It does not alter the situation—the situation that every citizen with love
and pride for his country must now face. 5

America has a duty higher than that of maintaining its national rights
and privileges. It is not a duty of self-conscious example or of hypocriti-
cal maoral aloofness—God knows our commercial profits in the war have
taken from us all right to preach—but one of humble and practical service,
& duty to stay out of the war and to bring the contestants to some under-
standing, impossible as this may now seem. For it is clear that, under
present conditions, they cannot come to an understanding by themselves.
If left alone, they must go on destroying each other, and the destruction in
the coming year will be fraught with more horror, not only to the
batants, but to those at home, than at any time before. The most
ing ‘realities of the war have hardly yet begun. * If the war goes
other year, think of what it will mean to the starving women and
dren in the staving nations, to Poland, Belgium, fo the prisoners in

it
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-camps of Germany, Austria and Russia—yes, and in France and England,

and to the participants in the great panoramas of destruction that will ex-
tend along the eastern and western fronts. -

Much has happened since the President last tried to bring the
ents together. InGm,hnnﬁerhuapxud.tﬁeU-bont
fallen short of success, and the Russian revolution has
dence of the Hohenzollern dynasty. In-England, on the other
finance question has reached an acute crisis; the U-boat blockade
grave future possibilities; hopes of victory built upon a spring drive
receded, and confidence in the new coalition Cabinet is ebbing fast.
groups of belligerents look forward with intense dismay to the
slaughter, suffering and money loss, which the coming months
store if the war goes on. This is America’s supreme opportunity to
about a conference and stop the war. 1f we go to war, we sacrifice this
opportunity and with it Europe’s hope of peace. .

We are not at war. We need not be at war. For the sake of things
greater than our national honor, things that America cannot ignore and
yet remain true to itself, we must not be at war. To the simple and obvious
duty of doing our part in halting the most awful incident of the world's
history—of coming to the aid of and emancipating the millions of men and
women, whom their own Governments have plunged into fathomless dis-
aster and enslaved, perhaps had to enslave, for the purpose of destroy-
ing each other—this country should now dedicate itself. It is such a
call to every man with real patriotism, with real courage, and with real
humanity as at no time in our history has ever been sounded.

Today, as in every similar crisis, the calm opinion of the nation is un-
fortunately drowned by the voices of war-shouters. The center. of the
stage is held by fear mongers, accredited servants of privilege, and well
meaning, but unmeaning, enthusiasts. They are playing upon the fears
of the public. They are trying to persuade our people that the country is
in imminent danger; they say democracy all over the world is menaced
by German militarism, and that the only way to save democracy is for
us to join the Allies in crushing this militarism.

With all due respect to the many sincere men who have joined them-
gelves to the dollar patriots and undesirable citizens, who see in the war
scare a unique chance to clothe themselves in the habiliments of patriot-
ism without undue expense, the idea that militarism in the one hundred
and twenty million people of the Central Powers can be destroyed by a
decisive victory is childish. Militarism is something deeper than the pos-
session of armies and navies. It is a psychological condition that cah only
be destroyed from within by the democratic impulses of the people them-
selves. France “destroyed” German militarism from the outside in 18063
that was not the end, but the beginning of real German militarism. Ger-
many “destroyed” French militarism from the outside in 1871; and this
was only the beginning of modern French militarism. TFight this war out
to a finish—to a “dictated peace;"” leave the Central Powers with an undy-
ing grudge against their conquerors, and you have sown the seed for a
period of intrigue, international alliance, and militarism, that will bear
fruit in our children’s time, in another disaster perhaps more terrible than
the present war.

President Wilson was-right when he said that the secure prganization
of the world depended upon “peace without victory.” He was right when
he asked the country to pursue a policy of armed neutrality, and not war
against Germany. He has been right in choosing the higher bravery of
patience and the harder paths of peace. Let us be thankful for what .
Woodrow Wilson has done. Let us thank God that he has stood out so
long against pressure, such’ as few men in public life have strength or
courage to resist.

But now the time has come when the people themselves must choose.
The decision is clear-cut. The parting of the ways has come. We can go
into the European war, and in doing so defend our own rights against
aggression, and at the same time be defended by the precedents of history.
On the other hand, we will be equally justified by historical precedents if
we stay out of the war and adopt a strongly defensive policy of armed
neutrality against Germany. But I say that this is a time when pre-
cedents, national considerations and international laws must fall before
a greater law. I say that this is a time when there is only one decision
that America can afford to make. For our own sakes, for the sake of onr
children, for the sake of the war-wearied peoples of the world, and
more than all, for the sake of the great immortal spirit of humanity that
still rises above the battlefields, we must do our part as citizens of the
world. We must not surrender to the old gods.

New York, March 24, AMOS PINCHOT.
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